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1. 

 

Section 1    Introduction 

The Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority (DELCORA) entered into a Consent  

Decree  (CD)  with  the  United  States  Government  to  establish  a  schedule  for implementation  of    

Long  Term  Control  Plan Update (LTCPU) to achieve full compliance with the Clean Water Act and the 

regulations and Clean Streams Law and regulations.  The  lodging of this Consent Decree  was  entered  

by  the  court on August 17,  2015  in  Civil  Action  Case 2:15-cv-04652-RB Document 4 by the United 

States District Court for the Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority.  The Consent 

Decree was signed and filed on November 10, 2015 by the United States District Court for the Eastern 

District of Pennsylvania.  

 

Section 2    Consent Decree Progress Reports 

On the first Day of each Semi-Annual Period after the Date of Lodging of this Consent Decree and 

continuing until termination of this Consent Decree, DELCORA will submit to EPA and PADEP a 

progress report (“Semi-Annual Progress Report”) regarding the implementation of the requirements of the 

Consent Decree in the previous Semi-Annual Period. The Semi-Annual Progress Report will include at a 

minimum: 

 

a. A statement setting forth the deadlines and other terms that DELCORA was required by the 

Consent Decree to meet since the date of the last Semi-Annual Progress Report, whether 

and to what extent DELCORA has met these requirements, and the reasons for any 

noncompliance; 

 

b. A general description of the work completed within the prior Semi-Annual Period, and a 

projection of work to be performed pursuant to this Consent Decree during the next or 

succeeding Semi-Annual Period; 

 

c. A summary of all contacts with EPA and PADEP during the reporting period 

relating to CSOs, SSOs, or implementation of this Consent Decree; 
 

d. A statement of any exceedances of NPDES Permit limitations; and, 
 

e. A summary of all CSOs, SSOs, Unauthorized Releases, and Unpermitted 

Discharges occurring within the Semi-Annual Period including the actual or 

estimated frequency, duration, and volume of each CSO, SSO, Unauthorized 

Release, and Unpermitted Discharge. 
 

Section 3    Items Requiring Government Action 

Table 1 is a status report for items requiring government action this reporting period.  This may include 

items such as permits and information requests from government agencies.  Appendix 1 – Additional 

Correspondence contains the letters of correspondence to government agencies. 

 

Section 4    Deadlines 

Table 2 is a status report of 1) the deadlines and other terms that DELCORA was required by this Consent 

Decree to meet since the date of the last Semi-annual Progress Report; 2) whether and to what extent 

DELCORA has meet these requirements; and 3) the reasons for any non-compliance. 
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Section 5    Description of Work Completed Within the Six-Month Period and 
Projection of Work 

Table 3 is a status report of 1) a general description of the work completed within the six-month period; 

and 2) a projection of work to be performed pursuant to this Consent Decree during the next or 

succeeding six-month period. 

 
Section 6    Summary of All Contacts with EPA AND PADEP 

Table 4 is a summary of all contacts with the EPA and PADEP during the report period relating to CSOs, 

SSOs or implementation of this Consent Decree.  Appendix 2 – Notification Letters contains all the letters 

that were sent to EPA and PADEP which are summarized in Table 4. 

 

Section 7    Statement of Exceedances of NPDES Permit LImitations 

Under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. PA0027103, issued and 

administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), DELCORA is 

authorized to discharge from the Western Regional Treatment Plant (Outfall 001), four storm water 

outfalls at the WRTP (028-031) and from 26 combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls (002-026, 032, 

033) that ultimately discharge to the Delaware River, Chester Creek and/or Ridley Creek.  

 

Table 5 is a summary of any exceedances of NPDES Permit limitations.  Appendix 3 – NPDES Permit 

Exceedance Report contains the NPDES Permit exceedance reports generated within this six-month 

reporting period. 

 

Section 8    Summary of All CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Occuring 
within the Six-Month Period 

Table 6 is a summary of all CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges occurring within the six-month 

reporting period including the actual or estimated frequency, duration and volume of each CSO, SSO and 

unpermitted discharge.  Appendix 4 – CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Correspondence contains 

all CSO correspondence and inspections for the reporting period. 
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TABLE 1 
ITEMS REQUIRING GOVERNMENT ACTION 

Reference Request Deadline in CD Status / Comment 
Sensitive Areas Study Information Requested from Government 

Agencies  
2/17/16 Response received on December 22, 2015 and June 13, 

2016 from PF&B 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
NOTES:  
1.  Copy of Letters in Appendix 1 
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TABLE 2 
DEADLINES FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD OF CONSENT DECREE 

Reference Requirement Deadline in CD Status (Met Requirement or 
any Non-compliance 

CD V.A.11:  Identification of 
Sensitive Areas and Pollutants 
of Concern 

Consent Decree Paragraph V.A.11 
(Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants 
of Concern) requires that within six (6) months 
after the Date of Lodging, DELCORA shall 
submit a report that identifies all Sensitive Areas 
and Pollutants of Concern that are impacted by 
CSOs and are within the Model Area for each of 
its receiving waters 
 

02/17/16 Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 02/12/16) 

CD V.A.13:  Alternatives 
Evaluation Approach 

Consent Decree Section V.A.13  (“Alternatives 
Evaluation Approach”) requires within nine (9) 
months after the Date of Lodging, DELCORA 
shall propose, in coordination with the EPA and 
PADEP and in accordance with Section II.C.4 of 
the CSO Control Policy, what approach to LTCP 
Alternative Evaluation (i.e., Presumption or 
Demonstration) is appropriate for each of 
DELCORA’s Receiving Waters, and to submit a 
written explanation of such determination to 
Plaintiffs for review and approval pursuant to 
Section VI (Review and Approval of 
Submittals).” 
 

05/17/16 Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 04/27/16) 

CD V.A.17:  Draft Financial 
Capabilities Assessment 

Within nine (9) months after the date of Lodging 
DELCORA shall submit to EPA and PADEP for 
review and comment a draft Financial Capability 
Assessment (“FCA”) 
 

05/17/16 Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 05/13/16) 

CD V.A.11:  Identification of 
Sensitive Areas and Pollutants 
of Concern 

Within 60 Days following receipt of any notice 
from EPA disapproving a submittal or directing 
modification of a submittal pursuant to the 
preceding Paragraph (or within such longer time 
set forth in the notice or agreed to by the 
Parties), DELCORA shall submit a modified 
submittal to EPA and PADEP for approval 
 

60 days Met Requirement  
Received comments 3/24/16 
Resubmitted 05/18/16 

9 .
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TABLE 2 
DEADLINES FOR THIS REPORTING PERIOD OF CONSENT DECREE 

Reference Requirement Deadline in CD 
Status (Met Requirement or 

any Non-compliance 

CD V.A.12:  Typical Year 
Rainfall Record Report 

Within 60 Days following receipt of any notice 
from EPA disapproving a submittal or directing 
modification of a submittal pursuant to the 
preceding Paragraph (or within such longer time 
set forth in the notice or agreed to by the 
Parties), DELCORA shall submit a modified 
submittal to EPA and PADEP for approval 

60 days Met Requirement  
Received comments 2/25/16 
Resubmitted 04/28/16 

CD V.A.17:  Public Participation 
Plan 

Within 60 Days following receipt of any notice 
from EPA disapproving a submittal or directing 
modification of a submittal pursuant to the 
preceding Paragraph (or within such longer time 
set forth in the notice or agreed to by the 
Parties), DELCORA shall submit a modified 
submittal to EPA and PADEP for approval 

60 days Met Requirement  
Received comments 2/18/16 
Resubmitted 04/14/16 
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TABLE 3 
WORK COMPLETED WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD AND TO BE COMPLETED IN THE NEXT SIX-MONTH PERIOD 

Reference 
Work 

Completed 
Date 

Project/Activity/Request 
Deadline in 

CD/NMC 

Status/Comment (Met 
Requirement or any Non-

Compliance) 
LTCPU 
 

January 2016 
thru July 2016 

Held Monthly Progress Meetings with Greeley and Hansen 
and subconsultants. Prepared Monthly Progress Reports. 
Held internal coordination meetings and teleconferences. 
Developed LTCPU schedule. 
Updated Overall LTCPU Schedule with Consent Decree 
Start Date. Reviewed previous USEPA comments on 
LTCP. 

2/17/19 On-going, On schedule  

Consent Decree 
 V.A.11:  Identification of 
Sensitive Areas and 
Pollutants of Concern 

January 2016 
thru May. 2016 

Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of Concern 
Finalized water quality exceedance analysis for the final 
List of Parameters Considered.  
Finalized the List of Pollutants of Concern (POCs).  
Finalized search for water quality data for the Delaware 
River, Chester Creek and Ridley Creek from EPA’s 
STORET data base.   
Finalized GIS-based maps for the Identification of Sensitive 
Areas and Pollutants of Concern report.  
Finalized tally for survey.  Held Workshop.  
Finalized Draft and Final Report to DELCORA.  
Submitted Final Identification of Sensitive Areas and 
Pollutants of Concern Report. 
Responded to USEPA comments and resubmitted revised 
report. 

6 months - 
2/17/16 
 
 
60 days 
Respond to 
comments 

Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 
02/12/16) 
 
Met Requirement  
Received comments 3/24/16 
Resubmitted 05/18/16 

Consent Decree 
 V.A.12:  Typical Year 
Rainfall Record Report 

February 2016 
thru April 2016 

Typical Year Rainfall Record  
Received comments from the USEPA on the Typical 
Hydrologic Period Report.   
Reviewed and responded to USEPA Comments. 
Resubmitted Final Report to USEPA. 

60 days to 
respond to 
comments. 

Met Requirement  
Received comments 2/25/16 
Resubmitted 04/28/16 
 

Consent Decree 
 V.A.13:  Alternatives 
Evaluation Approach 

January 2016 
thru April 2016 

Alternatives Evaluation Approach 
Completed work to run the H&H model for the Typical Year 
Rainfall to determine the model’s predictions of CSO 
frequencies and volumes.  
Developed draft Report.  
Completed draft and finalize Alternatives Evaluation 
Approach Report.  
Submitted final report to USEPA. 
 

05/17/16 Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 
04/27/16) 
 
 
 
 
 
  

13 .



Table 3 Page 2 of 4 

TABLE 3 
WORK COMPLETED WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD AND TO BE COMPLETED IN THE NEXT SIX-MONTH PERIOD 

Reference 
Work 

Completed 
Date 

Project/Activity/Request 
Deadline in 

CD/NMC 

Status/Comment (Met 
Requirement or any Non-

Compliance) 
Consent Decree 
V.A.14:  Hydrologic and 
Hydraulic Model (H&H 
Model) Update and 
Calibration Plan 

January 2016 
thru May. 2016 

Hydrologic & Hydraulic Model ("H&H Model") Update & 
Calibration Plan 
Final Hydrologic and Hydraulic (H&H) Model and 
Calibration Plan was submitted to USEPA on 10/15/15. 
Revised Schedule to reflect actual start date of flow and 
rain gauge monitoring. 
Received approval for Hydrologic and Hydraulic (H&H) 
Model and Calibration Plan from USEPA on 03/01/16.  

10/17/15 MET REQUIREMENT 
Approved Report on 03/01/16 
Started flow monitoring on 
3/18/16. 

Consent Decree 
V.A.14e:  Rainfall and 
Flow Monitoring 

January 2016 
through 
June 2016 

Initiated Rainfall and Flow Monitoring 
Finalized site locations for proposed flow meters and rain 
gauges. Installed flow meters and rain gauges.  
Tested and confirmed proper operation of flow meter and 
rain gauges.  
Officially started rainfall and flow monitoring plan on March 
18, 2016.  
Received and analyzed flow meter data from March thru 
May 2016.  

12 months of 
flow monitoring 
required 

On-going, Flow monitoring 
started March 18, 2016. 

Consent Decree 
V.A.17:  Public 
Participation Plan 

July 2015 thru 
Oct 2015 

Public Participation Plan 
Advertised first Public Meeting in four (4) local papers. 
Held First Public Meeting on March 15, 2016.  
Responded to Public Comments. Held Stakeholders 
Meetings with CEP. 
Submitted meeting notes, responsive summary and 
presentation to USEPA. 
Developed Website and newsletter and off-Line repository 
Binder. 
Received comments from USEPA on 2/18/16. 
Responded to USEPA comments and resubmitted revised 
report.  
Report was approved by USEPA on 04/28/16. 

60 days to 
respond to 
comments. 

On-going, On schedule  
 
Met Requirement  
Received comments 2/18/16 
Resubmitted 04/14/16 
 

LTCPU 
CD V.A.18:  Financial 
Capabilities Assessment 

January 2016 
thru May 2016 

Draft Financial Capabilities Assessment (FCA) 
Finalized FCA calculations and report. 
Finalized Draft FCA Report and submitted final report to 
USEPA. 
 
 

05/17/16 Met Requirement  
(submitted to USEPA 
05/13/16) 

14 .
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TABLE 3 
WORK COMPLETED WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD AND TO BE COMPLETED IN THE NEXT SIX-MONTH PERIOD 

Reference 
Work 

Completed 
Date 

Project/Activity/Request 
Deadline in 

CD/NMC 

Status/Comment (Met 
Requirement or any Non-

Compliance) 
 

Consent Decree 
V.II Reporting:   

January 2016 
thru June 2016 

Semi-Annual Report – Developed Draft Report.  
Held Progress Meeting to discuss on 05/15/16.  Reviewed 
Final Draft Report. 

07/01/16 On schedule- All data in this 
semi-annual report is through 
June 29, 2016.  Next report 
will include information from 
June 29, 2016. 

Consent Decree 
V.B.26:  Early Action 
CSO Control Measures 

Currently in 
Design Phase 

Additional Early Action Items.- 
EPS-01 Pump Station –  
Design is approximately 30 % complete.  
Continuing to develop design, permitting and land 
acquisition.  

12/31/18 On-going,    
DELCORA has requested that 
this deadline date be extended 
to 12/31/19 due to concerns 
such as land acquisition and 
permitting. See 
correspondence Table 4 of 
this report. 

 

Anticipated activities for the next 6 months 

Consent Decree 
 V.A.11:  Identification of 
Sensitive Areas and 
Pollutants of Concern 

July 2016 thru 
September 
2016 

Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of Concern 
Receive final approval and / or comments from USEPA 
Respond to comments as required.  Finalize Identification 
of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of Concern Report and 
resubmit final report to USEPA as required. 
 

Respond within 
60 days of 
receiving 
comments 

On-going, On schedule 

Consent Decree 
V.A.14e:  Rainfall and 
Flow Monitoring 

March 2016 
through 
March 2017 

Continue Rainfall and Flow Monitoring 
Continue rainfall and flow monitoring plan. 
 

12 months of 
flow monitoring 

On-going, Flow monitoring 
started March 18, 2016 based  

Consent Decree 
 V.A.13:  Alternatives 
Evaluation Approach 

July 2016 thru 
September 
2016 

Alternatives Evaluation Approach 
Receive final approval and / or comments from USEPA 
Respond to comments as required.  Finalize Alternatives 
Evaluation Approach Report and resubmit final report to 
USEPA as required. 

Respond within 
60 days of 
receiving 
comments 

On-going, On schedule 

LTCPU 
CD V.A.18:  Financial 
Capabilities Assessment 

July 2016 thru 
September 
2016 

Draft Financial Capabilities Assessment (FCA) 
Receive final approval and / or comments from USEPA 
Respond to comments as required.  Finalize Draft Financial 
Capabilities Assessment (FCA) and resubmit final report to 
USEPA as required. 

Respond within 
60 days of 
receiving 
comments 

On-going, On schedule 

15 .
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TABLE 3 
WORK COMPLETED WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD AND TO BE COMPLETED IN THE NEXT SIX-MONTH PERIOD 

Reference 
Work 

Completed 
Date 

Project/Activity/Request 
Deadline in 

CD/NMC 

Status/Comment (Met 
Requirement or any Non-

Compliance) 

Consent Decree 
V.A.17:  Public 
Participation Plan 

July 2016 thru 
December 
2016 

Public Participation Plan 
Continue to hold Stakeholders meetings with CEP. 
Submit meeting notes, responsive summary and 
presentation to USEPA.  
Continue to develop Website and newsletter and off-line 
repository Binder. 
Deliver Binders to off-line repositories.  
 

2/17/19 On-going, On schedule 

Consent Decree 
V.A.14:  Hydrologic and 
Hydraulic Model (H&H 
Model) Update and 
Calibration Plan 

July 2016 thru 
December 
2016 

H&H Model Update  
Review existing flow meter data.  
Collection system model update and construction. 
Update, calibrate and validate H&H Model.  

 On-going, On schedule 

Consent Decree 
V.A.15:  Water Quality 
Model Plan 

July 2016 thru 
December 
2016 

Water Quality Model Plan 
Develop Water Quality Monitoring and Modeling Work Plan 
and Water Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) . 

Within 90 days 
after approval of 
the Alternatives 
Evaluation 
Approach 

On-going, On schedule 
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the PADEP
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TABLE 4 
USEPA / PADEP CORRESPONDENCE LOG (1/1/2016 – 6/30/2016) 

DELCORA SEMIANNUAL REPORT 

Date of 
Letter 

Description 
Control 

No. 
Response 
Required 

Date of 
PADEP 

Response 

Date of 
EPA 

Response 
Notes 

1/29/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Revised 
Report for Public Participation Plan 

1 YES 2/18/16 2/18/16 See Control No 4 

2/5/16 Email - Received comments from PADEP on the 
Public Participation Plan 

2 YES   See Control No. 4 

2/12/16  DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Final Report 
for Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of 
Concern 

3 YES 3/24/16 3/24/16 See Control No. 7 

2/18/16 USEPA letter to DELCORA transmitting Concerns 
and Comments on the Public Participation Plan 

4 YES   See Control No 8 

2/25/16 Email from DELCORA transmitting USEPA 
comments to team:  Approval of the H&H Model and 
revisions required to the Typical Hydrological Year 
Plan. 

5 YES   See Control No. 6 

3/1/16 USEPA letter providing approval of the Hydrologic 
and Hydraulic Model Update and Calibration Plan 

6 NO   Subject: Civil Action 2:15-cv-04652-RB 
From Andrew F. Seligman 

3/24/16 USEPA letter to DELCORA transmitting Concerns 
and Comments on the Identification of Sensitive 
Areas and Pollutants of Concern Report 
 

7 YES   See Control No. 15 

3/30/16 Email from DELCORA to the team transmitting 
USEPA Disapproval of the Typical Hydrologic 
Period Report 
 

8 YES   Email From Michael J.DiSantis  
DELCORA to resubmit report 
See Control No. 11 

4/14/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting revised Final 
Report for Public Participation Plan 

9 YES 4/28/16 4/28/16 See Control No. 13 

4/27/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Alternative 
Final Evaluation Approach Report  

10 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 Consent 
Decree 
Alternatives Evaluation Approach Report – Final 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

4/28/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting revised Final 
Report for Typical Hydrologic Period Report 

11 YES 5/23/16 5/23/16 See Control No 16 

4/28/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Public 
Meeting No. 1 Notes  

12 NO   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 
Report – Public Meeting No. 1 Notes 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

19 .
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TABLE 4 
USEPA / PADEP CORRESPONDENCE LOG (1/1/2016 – 6/30/2016) 

DELCORA SEMIANNUAL REPORT 

Date of 
Letter 

Description 
Control 

No. 
Response 
Required 

Date of 
PADEP 

Response 

Date of 
EPA 

Response 
Notes 

4/28/16 USEPA letter providing approval of the Public 
Participation Plan 

13 NO   Subject: Civil Action 2:15-cv-04652-RB 
From Andrew F. Seligman 

5/13/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Draft 
Financial Assessment Report 

14 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 
Draft Financial Capability Assessment Report 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

5/18/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA submitting Updated 
Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of 
Concern Report 

15 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 Consent 
Decree 
Updated Identification of Sensitive Areas and 
Pollutants of Concern Report to Address USEPA 
Comments 

5/23/16 USEPA letter providing approval of the Typical 
Hydrologic Period Report 

16 NO   Subject: Civil Action 2:15-cv-04652-RB 
From Andrew F. Seligman 

6/17/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA requesting extension of 
deadline to place the new EPS-1 Pump Station into 
operation to December 31, 2019 

17 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

6/17/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA requesting clarification 
on the due date to provide the results and quality of 
Rainfall and Flow Monitoring Data 

18 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

6/21/16 DELCORA letter to USEPA requesting clarification 
on the due date to provide the results and quality of 
Rainfall and Flow Monitoring Data – Correction to 
the letter to USEPA dt 06-17-16 

19 YES   Subject: Civil Action Number Case 2: 15-cv-04652-
RB & DOJ Case Number 90-5-1-1-10972 
Correction 
From Michael J. DiSantis 

 
NOTES: 
1.  Copies of Correspondence are in Appendix 2 
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Summary of any Exceedances of NPDES 
Permit Limitations 
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TABLE 5 
SUMMARY OF ANY EXCEEDANCES OF NPDES PERMIT LIMITATIONS 

DELCORA PERMIT NO. PA0027103 A3 

Date Exceedance / Violation Location / Event Comment 
 (NONE)   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

NOTES:  
1. Copy of Report is in Appendix 3 
2. WRTP – DELCORA Western Regional Treatment Plant 
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Table 6 
 

Summary of All CSOs, SSOs and 
Unpermitted Discharges Occurring within 

the Six-Month Period 
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TABLE 6 
SUMMARY OF ALL CSOs, SSOs and UNPERMITTED DISCHARGES  

OCCURRING WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD (1/1/2016 – 6/30/2016) 
 

DELCORA Permit No. PA0027103  

Date 
of Occurrence 

Location Event Frequency Duration Volume Comment 

2/16/16 Central Delaware 
PS 

SSO Once Start time – 2/16/16 at approx. 1:38 
PM.  
Ended 2/16/16 at 2:01 PM 

Unknown Report sent 2/17/16, within 5 days of 
occurrence. 
Called PADEP on 2/16/16, day of 
occurrence. 

2/18/16 CSO #004  Front 
and Hayes 

CSO Once Start time – Unknown. 
Ended 2/18/16 at 7:35 AM  

Unknown Report sent 2/18/16 same day as 
occurrence and within 5 days. 
Called PADEP on 2/18/16, day of 
occurrence. 

2/26/16 CSO #007 - 
Rainey St. 

CSO Once Started on 2/26/16 at approx. 1:00 PM 
during temporary failure of interceptor 
pumping and ended when switched to 
another working pump at 2:55 PM on 
2/26/16. 

Unknown Report sent 2/29/16, within 5 days of 
occurrence. 
Called PADEP on 2/26/16, day of 
occurrence. 

3/11/16 Manhole #995 
near 12th and 
Parker 

SSO Once Start time – Unknown.  Ended 3/11/16 
at 4:45 PM 

Unknown Report sent 3/14/16, within 5 days of 
occurrence. 
Called PADEP on 3/11/16, day of 
occurrence 

4/26/16 3201 W. Front 
Street (WRTP) 

SSO Once The incident happened at 
approximately 10:30 PM on 4/26/16 
and ended at approximately 1:00 AM 
on 4/27/16 

Unknown PRF gravity line overflow.  
Report sent 5/2/16, within 5 days; 
Called PADEP on 4/26/16, day of 
occurrence 

5/17/16 Park Valley Ln 
into wooded area. 
DELCORA 
Pipeline segment 
3417 

SSO Once Start time – Unknown. Ended approx. 
1:00 PM on 5/17/16 

Unknown Report sent 5/18/16, within 5 days, 
Called PADEP on 5/17/16, day of 
occurrence 

5/30/16 Central Delaware 
PS 

SSO Once Start time – approx. 3:45 AM on 
5/30/16. Ended approx. 5:35 AM on 
5/30/16 

Unknown Report sent 5/31/16, within 5 days of 
occurrence. 
Called PADEP on 5/30/16, day as 
occurrence 

5/31/16 Bridle Way PS SSO Once Start time – Unknown, overflow 
observed around 7:30 AM on 5/31/16. 
Ended 5/31/16 approx. 8:00 AM 

Unknown Report sent 5/31/16 same day as 
occurrence and within 5 days. 

1. DWO – Dry Weather Overflow;  SSO – Sanitary Sewer Overflow;  CSO – Combined Sewer Overflow 
2. Copy of Reports are in Appendix 4 
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  Division of Environmental Services
      Natural Diversity Section

450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823

                                                                                                                814-359-5237

December 22, 2015
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 45340

Greeley & Hansen
Marlene Finizio
1700 Market Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 
Delaware County Regional Water Quality Authority
CSO Long Term Control Plan Update
Delaware County 

Dear Ms. Finizio:

This responds to your inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Internet 
Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  These 
projects are screened for potential conflicts with rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species under 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission jurisdiction (fish, reptiles, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates only) 
using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database and our own files.  These species of 
special concern are listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation 
Act, and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Code (Chapter 75), or the Wildlife Code.

Based on records maintained in the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database 
and our own files, the following rare or protected species are known from the vicinity of the project site:
            
            Common Name (Scientific Name, PA Status) 
            Atlantic Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus, Endangered)
            Shortnose Sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum, Endangered)
            Eastern Redbelly Turtle (Pseudemys rubriventris, Threatened)

The Shortnose and Atlantic Sturgeon, which are listed by both Pennsylvania and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service/National Marine Fisheries Service, occur in the Delaware River.  They are especially 
vulnerable to physical (dredging, rip-rap, etc.) and chemical (pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, heavy 
metals, and organic contaminants) changes to the aquatic environment.  Although the mobile adults of 
these protected fish species may be capable of moving from the project area, their spawning grounds 
(including eggs, larvae, and immature fish) are vulnerable to burial, crushing by equipment, and siltation 

31 .



SIR # 45340 Page 2 December 22, 2015

from construction projects.  In-stream activities during their spawning period may also disrupt the adults’ 
reproductive behavior.  Both Atlantic Sturgeon and Shortnose Sturgeon adults and juveniles may also 
forage and migrate through the proposed project area and could be adversely impacted by the proposed 
project.

The Eastern Redbelly Turtle is one of Pennsylvania’s largest native aquatic turtles.  This turtle 
species is known to inhabit relatively large, deep streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and marshes with 
permanent water and ample basking sites.  Redbelly turtles are documented in the Delaware River, Darby 
Creek, Crum Creek, Ridley Creek, and Chester Creek within the project area.  They can be found in deep, 
slow water habitats in the creeks, as well as impoundments and nearby ponds and lakes.  The existence of 
this turtle species is threatened by habitat destruction, poor water quality and competition with aggressive 
non-native turtle species that share its range and habitat (e.g. red-eared slider).

Additionally, in response to your request, we recommend that you access county information on 
our website, at http://fishandboat.com/county.htm for locations of public boat launches on Darby Creek 
and the Delaware River.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Kathy Gipe at 814-359-5186 
and refer to the SIR # 45340.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

CAU/KDG/dn

Cc: John Buzzar, PFBC

32 .

http://fishandboat.com/county.htm


  Division of Environmental Services
      Natural Diversity Section

450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823

                                                                                                                814-359-5237

June 13, 2016
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 45340

Greeley & Hansen
Marlene Finizio
1700 Market Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
Delaware County Regional Water Quality Authority: CSO Long Term Control Plan 
Update
CHESTER County with Chester City Focus Area 

Dear Ms. Finizio:

This responds to your inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Internet 
Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  These 
projects are screened for potential conflicts with rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species under 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission jurisdiction (fish, reptiles, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates only) 
using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database and our own files.  These species of 
special concern are listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation 
Act, and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Code (Chapter 75), or the Wildlife Code.

           As stated in our prior correspondence, the following rare or protected species are known from the 
vicinity of the project site: 

Common Name (Scientific Name, PA Status) 
Atlantic Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus, Endangered) 
Shortnose Sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum, Endangered) 
Eastern Redbelly Turtle (Pseudemys rubriventris, Threatened) 

Within the focus area of Chester City, the entire portion of the Delaware River can be considered 
habitat for all three species.  More specifically, it provides foraging, spawning, and nursery habitat for the 
Sturgeon, and foraging and potential brumation (overwintering) habitat for the Eastern Redbelly Turtle.  
All three species could additionally occur in the tributary streams (Chester and Ridley Creeks); however, 
these are considered transient habitats rather than critical to life history.  
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Given that this project plans has the goal of water quality improvement and includes no direct 
instream disturbance at this time, then I do not anticipate the proposed activity to have any significant 
adverse impacts to the fish or turtle species of special concern.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Kathy Gipe at 814-359-5186 
and refer to the SIR # 45340.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

CAU/KDG/dn
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Finizio, Marlene

From: DiSantis, Michael <disantism@delcora.org>
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 8:32 AM
To: mhill@blankrome.com; Willert, Robert; Pileggi, John; Bothwell, Ed; Finizio, Marlene; Hope, 

Michael
Subject: FW: DELCORA Public Participation Plan

To All: 
 
FYI, please see below. 
 
Mike 
 

From: Fields, Jenifer [mailto:jefields@pa.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 8:27 AM 
To: DiSantis, Michael 
Subject: FW: DELCORA Public Participation Plan 
 
Mike,  
I am forwarding to you the comments that DEP had regarding the Public Participation Plan. It’s my understanding that 
Andrew Seligman will be coordinating a formal letter response but due to the proposed schedule to implement the plan, 
I wanted Delcora to have as much time as possible to consider these comments. I have not spoken with EPA about these 
comments, and they may or may not make the final cut.  Most are clarifications or improvements to inclusion. 
Jen 

Jenifer Fields, P.E. | Environmental Program Manager  
Department of Environmental Protection | Southeast Regional Office 
2 E. Main Street | Norristown, PA  19401 
Phone: 484.250.5192 | Fax: 484.250.5971  
www.depweb.state.pa.us 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION The information transmitted is intended only for the 
person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use 
of this information other than by the intended recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, 
please send a reply e-mail to the sender and delete the material from any and all computers. 

 
 
The following are the DEP’s comments to EPA on the Public Participation Plan. 
 
Executive Summary: 

 Background 
o The second paragraph of the background section mistakenly gives the DEP the acronym USEPA.   

 Purpose 
o Consider changing i: “Address the impact of DELCORA’s CSOs and LTCP on environmental justice 

populations” to “environmental justice communities.” 
o Consider changing vi: “The plan…” to “Include  a schedule for DELCORA’s implementation of the plan.”  

 Public and Stakeholder Meetings 
o In the last paragraph which discusses a concerted effort to be made to make the public aware of the 

LTCPU development process, it would be helpful to identify where the materials will be distributed- for 
example- community centers, places of worship, and municipal buildings, etc.   
 

41 .



2

Section 1.3 Public Participation Plan Overview 

 Who are these “key decision makers” that DELCORA plans to involve?  Where are they coming from and what 
constituencies do they represent?    

 
Section 2.4: Responsiveness Summary 
In addition to being posted on the website, and being made available at subsequent meetings, an offline repository 
should be considered. This could potentially be at a municipal building or a public library. For the broadest possible 
reach to stakeholders, DEP typically uses both municipal buildings and libraries. In general, the plan relies a little too 
heavily on internet or web-based information exchange. 
 

 Subsequent meetings should include a review of (not just provide)  the prior meeting’s “responsiveness 
summary.”   

 It may be worth considering having each of the meetings digitally streamed or have them viewable at all four 
locations.  This may provide for continuity of thought and community involvement.   

 
Section 2.6, Page 2-4:  
Paragraph 2 states, “…public’s input will be ‘actively solicited’. How? With how much notice?  It is important for “active 
participation” in the meetings, for participants to receive materials to be presented in advance of the meeting. In order 
for the participation to truly be active, they should add this to their proposal and advise people that there will be a 
questions, comments and ideas opportunity at each meeting.  
 
Similarly, Attachment A shows their proposed timeline. They receive public comments from the website for an 
additional 30 days, which is good…however I didn’t see anywhere that mentioned how residents could submit 
comments through mail. It is very important that an offline option is at least provided, even if not utilized by the public. 
Even better, it would be very transparent for any non-web comments to be written into the website one received so all 
comments received are located in one place. 
 
If the first public meeting is planned to be used to brief the public there should be a document available well in advance 
of the meeting since this is merely historical information.   
 
Page 4-2:  
The report says the website tab that houses all this information will be called ‘DELCORA CSO LTCPU’. This may (and will 
likely) be confusing to ‘average citizens’. They should consider naming the tab something easier, more straightforward 
and with less of an acronym. Based on the screenshots they provided, it also is not clear where to find the info. Even a 
banner ad on the home page would be helpful, or a large button that clearly directs people to the clearinghouse 
section…..Community Involvement, Public Participation, Public Information, etc are all suggestions.  Will the website 
provide a means for interested  parties to sign up to receive the newsletter? 
 
Page 4-2: 
The mailing list they suggest is not clearly defined. This should be a hardcopy/USPS newsletter as well as a digital 
subscription. Sign-in sheets at the public meetings could include a box to check whether you want to be mailed or 
emailed the newsletter, or to not receive it at all. Providing residents the information through their own personal 
preferred method ensures better understanding and participation in the process.  
 
Attachment B1, Slideshow 
The tone of the PowerPoint for example-  “EPA took 10 years to review this”, or “EPA is targeting systems” may distract 
interested parties from meaningful conversation about the plan development.    Also, On slide 8- I believe the 
information is incorrect. There is no Consent Decree between EPA and Philadelphia. On slide 11, did DOJ make the 
comment in the last bullet?  If it isn’t in writing somewhere, it probably should be excluded. 
 
Attachment B3, sample press release 
The sample press release should mention that the settlement is with both EPA and DEP. 
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In general, Cut down on the use of acronyms, in all documents and presentations with the public. Along with the 
agendas, consider printing a glossary on the back side to help those following along with presentations where acronyms 
are used.  

Jenifer Fields, P.E. | Environmental Program Manager  
Department of Environmental Protection | Southeast Regional Office 
2 E. Main Street | Norristown, PA  19401 
Phone: 484.250.5192 | Fax: 484.250.5971  
www.depweb.state.pa.us 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION The information transmitted is intended only for the 
person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use 
of this information other than by the intended recipient is prohibited. If you receive this message in error, 
please send a reply e-mail to the sender and delete the material from any and all computers. 
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Finizio, Marlene

From: DiSantis, Michael <disantism@delcora.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2016 2:14 PM
To: Bothwell, Ed; Pileggi, John; Centrone, Joe; Hope, Michael; Finizio, Marlene; Roger Lehman; 

Isler,Lindsey
Cc: Willert, Robert; Peg Hill
Subject: Feedback from EPA on H&H Model and Typical Hydrological Year Submittals 

EPA has informed me that they will be approving the H&H model but have some questions and will require some revisions 
to the Typical Hydrological Year.  I have set up a conference call with Andrew Seligman of EPA for the beginning of our 
next progress meeting on 3/2 so the team can hear his concerns and questions with the goal of hopefully resolving the 
issues at that time. Andrew gave me a few examples - section 2.1 where 6 hours between events is used and the CD 
requires 12 hours.  Another example is where we state 10 year event we mean 10 year storm.  Overall, the issues seem 
to be ones that can be resolved without undue hardship.  While I asked Andrew to put a bullet list together of concerns 
prior to our meeting, he said his schedule may not allow him to get this done. 
 
Any questions, please contact me. 
 
Thanks 
 
Michael J. DiSantis 
Director of Operations and Maintenance 
DELCORA 
P.O. Box 999 
Chester, PA  19016 
Office - 610.876.5523 ext. 264 
Fax - 610.497.7951 
disantism@delcora.org 
www.delcora.org 
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Finizio, Marlene

From: DiSantis, Michael <disantism@delcora.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2016 2:24 PM
To: Roger Lehman; Bothwell, Ed; Finizio, Marlene; Hope, Michael; Shah, Nishant; Pileggi, John
Subject: Fwd: Typical year "Typical Hydrologic Period Report Disapproval

 
 
Michael J. DiSantis 
Director of Operations and Maintenance 
DELCORA 
P.O. Box 999 
Chester, PA  19016 
Office - 610.876.5523 ext. 264 
Cell - 484.574.7704 
Fax - 610.497.7951 
disantism@delcora.org<mailto:disantism@delcora.org> 
www.delcora.org<http://www.delcora.org> 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Seligman, Andrew" <Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov<mailto:Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov>> 
Date: March 29, 2016 at 2:18:42 PM EDT 
To: "DiSantis, Michael" <disantism@delcora.org<mailto:disantism@delcora.org>> 
Cc: "Yeany, Philip" <Yeany.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Yeany.Philip@epa.gov>>, " O'Neil, Steve" 
<stoneil@pa.gov<mailto:stoneil@pa.gov>> 
Subject: Typical year "Typical Hydrologic Period Report Disapproval 
 
Hi Mike, 
 
This e-mail serves to tell you EPA is not able approve the subject report dates November, 2015.  Given our recent 
discussions,  it is my understanding DELCORA will be submitting a revised report sometime in April based on those 
discussions. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Thank You 
Andrew F. Seligman 
Environmental Scientist & Enforcement Officer NDPES Enforcement Branch 
1650 Arch Street, 3WP42 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103 
(215)814-2097 
 
"The Wind and Waves are always on the side of the ablest Navigators" 
Edward Gibbon, English Historian 1734-1794 
 
"There is no education like adversity" 
Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister 
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Appendix 3 
 

NPDES Permit Exceedance Report 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(NO REPORTS SUBMITTED DURING 
JANUARY 2016 TO JUNE 2016) 
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CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges 
Correspondence
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www.delcora.org 

 

 
 

Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority 
 

100 E. Fifth Street 
P.O. Box 999 

Chester, PA 19013 
 


	DELCORA Consent Decree Semi-Annual Report No. 2
	Approval Form
	Table of Contents
	Section 1 - Introduction
	Section 2 - Consent Decree Progress Reports
	Section 3 - Items Requiring Government Action
	Section 4 - Deadlines
	Section 5 - Description of Work Completed Within the Six-Month period and Projection of Work
	Section 6 - Summary of All Contacts with EPA and PADEP
	Section 7 - Statement of Exceedances of NPDES Permit Limitations
	Section 8 - Summary of All CSOs , SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Occurring within the Six-Month Period
	Table 1 - Items Requiring Government Action
	Table 2 - Deadlines for this Reporting Period of Consent Decree
	Table 3 - Work Completed Within the Six-Month Period and to be Completed in the Next Six-Month period
	Table 4 - Summary of All Contacts with the EPA and the PADEP
	Table 5 - Summary of Any Exceedances of NPDES Permit Limitations
	Table 6 - Summary of All CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Occurring within the Six-Month Period
	Appendix 1 - Additional Correspondence
	Appendix 2 - Notification Letters
	Appendix 3 - NPDES Permit Exceedance Report
	Appendix 4 - CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Correspondence




