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Section 1    Introduction 

The Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority (DELCORA) entered into a Consent  
Decree  (CD)  with  the  United  States  Government  to  establish  a  schedule  for implementation  of    
Long  Term  Control  Plan Update (LTCPU) to achieve full compliance with the Clean Water Act and the 
regulations and Clean Streams Law and regulations.  The  lodging of this Consent Decree  was  entered  
by  the  court on August 17,  2015  in  Civil  Action  Case 2:15-cv-04652-RB Document 4 by the United 
States District Court for the Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority.  The Consent 
Decree was signed and filed on November 10, 2015 by the United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania.  
 
Section 2    Consent Decree Progress Reports 

On the first Day of each Semi-Annual Period after the Date of Lodging of this Consent Decree and 
continuing until termination of this Consent Decree, DELCORA will submit to EPA and PADEP a 
progress report (“Semi-Annual Progress Report”) regarding the implementation of the requirements of the 
Consent Decree in the previous Semi-Annual Period. The Semi-Annual Progress Report will include at a 
minimum: 
 

a. A statement setting forth the deadlines and other terms that DELCORA was required by the 
Consent Decree to meet since the date of the last Semi-Annual Progress Report, whether 
and to what extent DELCORA has met these requirements, and the reasons for any 
noncompliance; 

 
b. A general description of the work completed within the prior Semi-Annual Period, and a 

projection of work to be performed pursuant to this Consent Decree during the next or 
succeeding Semi-Annual Period; 

 
c. A summary of all contacts with EPA and PADEP during the reporting period relating to 

CSOs, SSOs, or implementation of this Consent Decree; 
 
d. A statement of any exceedances of NPDES Permit limitations; and, 
 
e. A summary of all CSOs, SSOs, Unauthorized Releases, and Unpermitted Discharges 

occurring within the Semi-Annual Period including the actual or estimated frequency, 
duration, and volume of each CSO, SSO, Unauthorized Release, and Unpermitted 
Discharge. 

 
Section 3    Items Requiring Government Action 

Table 1 is a status report for items requiring government action this reporting period.  This may include 
items such as permits and information requests from government agencies.  Appendix 1 – Additional 
Correspondence contains the letters of correspondence to government agencies. 
 
Section 4    Deadlines 

Table 2 is a status report of 1) the deadlines and other terms that DELCORA was required by this Consent 
Decree to meet since the date of the last Semi-annual Progress Report; 2) whether and to what extent 
DELCORA has meet these requirements; and 3) the reasons for any non-compliance. 
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Section 5    Description of Work Completed Within the Six-Month Period and 
Projection of Work 

Table 3 is a status report of 1) a general description of the work completed within the six-month period; 
and 2) a projection of work to be performed pursuant to this Consent Decree during the next or 
succeeding six-month period. 
 
Section 6    Summary of All Contacts with EPA AND PADEP 

Table 4 is a summary of all contacts with the USEPA and PADEP during the report period relating to 
implementation of this Consent Decree.  Table 4 indicates all correspondence requiring USEPA and 
PADEP response and date of response.  Appendix 2 – Notification Letters contains all the letters that were 
sent to EPA and PADEP which are summarized in Table 4. 
 
Section 7    Statement of Exceedances of NPDES Permit LImitations 

Under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. PA0027103, issued and 
administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), DELCORA is 
authorized to discharge from the Western Regional Treatment Plant (Outfall 001), four storm water 
outfalls at the WRTP (028-031) and from 26 combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls (002-026, 032, 
033) that ultimately discharge to the Delaware River, Chester Creek and/or Ridley Creek.  
 
Table 5 is a summary of any exceedances of NPDES Permit limitations.  Appendix 3 – NPDES Permit 
Exceedance Report contains the NPDES Permit exceedance reports generated within this six-month 
reporting period. 
 
Section 8    Summary of All CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Occuring 
within the Six-Month Period 

Table 6 is a summary of all CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges occurring within the six-month 
reporting period including the actual or estimated frequency, duration and volume of each CSO, SSO and 
unpermitted discharge.  Appendix 4 – CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges Correspondence contains 
all CSO correspondence and inspections for the reporting period. 
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Table 2 
 

Deadlines for this Reporting Period of 
Consent Decree 
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Table 3 
 

Work Completed Within the Six-Month 
Period and to be Completed in the Next 

Six-Month Period 
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Table 5 
 

Summary of any Exceedances of NPDES 
Permit Limitations 
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Table 6 
 

Summary of All CSOs, SSOs and 
Unpermitted Discharges Occurring within 

the Six-Month Period 
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Appendix 1 
 

Additional Correspondence 
(None included)
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Appendix 2 
 

Notification Letters 
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Finizio, Marlene

From: DiSantis, Michael <disantism@delcora.org>

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 1:32 PM

To: 'Seligman, Andrew'

Subject: Follow Up to Phone Conversation on 8-17-16

Attachments: FILED_Financial_Recovery_Plan_Chester_07152016.pdf

Andrew: 
 
As discussed yesterday, please find attached a copy of the report that I mentioned on the financial condition of the City 
of Chester.  To summarize the discussion on the other items we covered, we can expect a response from EPA on both 
the Alternatives Evaluation Report and the re-submitted Identification of Sensitive Areas and Pollutants of Concern 
Report within the next week or so.  Additionally, our Counsel will be receiving a letter in the near future responding to 
the Draft FCA Report.  Lastly, once we have received the letter, DELCORA will have the opportunity to discuss the FCA 
with EPA and/or PA DEP. 
 
There was one item that I failed to mention during our call.  What is the status of DELCORA’s request for an extension of 
the EPS-1 early action item deadline?  We are progressing with the project as quickly as we can.  However, as noted in 
the request letter, there are procedural and permitting requirements (land acquisition, local municipality, and 
regulatory), in which we can’t control the time frame, that must be addressed for the project to be completed.  We are 
looking for guidance in the area and would be glad to discuss further if needed, so please advise. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mike  
 

Michael J. DiSantis 

Director of Operations and Maintenance 
Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority 
P.O. Box 999 
Chester, PA  19016 
Office:  610.876.5523, ext. 264 
Cell:  484.574.7704 
Fax:  610.497.7951 
e-mail:  disantism@delcora.org 
www.delcora.org  
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Finizio, Marlene

From: Seligman, Andrew <Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 2:03 PM

To: DiSantis, Michael

Cc: Yeany, Philip; Smolski, Robert; Marcello Mollo; McGuigan, David; Dinsmore, Andrew; 

Zolandz, Mark; Marcello Mollo; Gelles, William H

Subject: Deadline Extension fir Early Action Item EPS-1

Attachments: Seligman-USEPA-Deadline Extension for Early Action Item for EPS-1 PS - 6-17-2016.pdf

Mike, 
 
I have spoken with Bob Smolski one of EPA Region IIIs attorneys.  I have been advised your June 17, 2016 request to 
extend the schedule for the new EPS-1 pump station appears to require a modification to Paragraph V.26 of the Consent 
Decree which includes a schedule to place in operation that pump station by December 31st, 2018.  I suggest you talk to 
your attorney and determine whether your request requires a modification of the CD.   
 
Andrew F. Seligman 
Environmental Scientist & Enforcement Officer 
NDPES Enforcement Branch 
1650 Arch Street, 3WP42 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103 
(215)814-2097 
 
"The Wind and Waves are always on the side of the ablest Navigators" 

Edward Gibbon, English Historian 1734-1794 

 
“There is no education like adversity” 

Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister 
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Finizio, Marlene

From: Hill, Margaret A. <mhill@blankrome.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 9:14 PM

To: DiSantis, Michael

Subject: FW: FCA Response/ SECOND REQUEST FOR MEETING

Mike 
 FYI 
Peg 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hill, Margaret A. 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 9:11 PM 
To: Marcello Mollo (Marcello.mollo@usdoj.gov) <Marcello.mollo@usdoj.gov> 
Subject: FW: FCA Response/ SECOND REQUEST FOR MEETING 
 
 Marcello 
 
 Copying you as my hope is that you may enable a response to come from EPA. 
 So far, I have heard nothing from EPA except Phil was going to pass on the request. This is reminiscent of my emails to 
EPA prior to DOJ's involvement: they went unanswered for a long time so this time -- given the provisions of the Consent 
Decree --  I will send an email every day until I receive a response. I have not received any phone calls back either. 
 
Obviously, time is of the essence in trying to resubmit within 60 days which means that DELCORA first needs to 
understand EPA's comments which were prepared in a very summary fashion as you already know. 
 
Thank you, 
Margaret 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hill, Margaret A. 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 6:16 PM 
To: 'Yeany, Philip' <Yeany.Philip@epa.gov> 
Cc: 'Smolski, Robert' <Smolski.Robert@epa.gov>; 'dinsmore.andrew@epa.gov' <dinsmore.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: FCA Response/ SECOND REQUEST FOR MEETING 
Importance: High 
 
 Phil ~ 
 
 I called Andrew Dinsmore yesterday and left a voicemail requesting a meeting. I also spoke with you yesterday 
requesting a meeting to discuss EPA's letter regarding the draft FCA submitted on behalf of DELCORA. 
 
 I am requesting (again) a meeting with EPA, as suggested and offered in Andrew Dinsmore's letter, and as provided in 
the Consent Decree. 
 
Also, as discussed yesterday, pursuant to the Consent Decree, DELCORA has 60 days from the receipt date of your 
9/15/2016 letter to resubmit a revised draft  FCA to the Agency. We received the 9/15/2016 letter on September 20, 2016. 
 
DELCORA  has already initiated a review of the draft FCA in conjunction with EPA's letter; however, a meeting with EPA , 
as provided for in the Consent Decree, would be extremely useful before DELCORA begins to revise the draft FCA. 
 
 
Margaret Anne Hill 
Partner and Chair, 
Energy, Environment and Mass Torts Practice Group Blank Rome LLP One Logan Square Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-569-5331 (P) 
215-832-5331 (F) 
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215-500-7585 (Cell) 
And 
1825 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
 202-772-5811 
MHill@BlankRome.com 
 
 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hill, Margaret A. 
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 11:49 AM 
To: 'Yeany, Philip' <Yeany.Philip@epa.gov> 
Cc: Smolski, Robert <Smolski.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FCA Response 
Importance: High 
 
 Phil 
 
 As discussed on my call with you, I received Andrew Dinsmore's  letter yesterday in the mail which was 9/20/2016 
although the letter was stamped/15/2016. 
 
We are responding to the letter which asks if we want a meeting to discuss. Yes, we are requesting a meeting as soon as 
possible. 
 
Thank you, Peg 
. 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
 
This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and are only for the use of the 
intended recipient of this message. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return email, and 
delete or destroy this and all copies of this message and all attachments. Any unauthorized disclosure, use, distribution, 
or reproduction of this message or any attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
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Finizio, Marlene

From: Seligman, Andrew <Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2016 9:35 AM

To: DiSantis, Michael

Cc: Smolski, Robert; Yeany, Philip

Subject: Approvals for RISAA and AEAR

Attachments: image2016-10-13-085340.pdf

Hi Mike, 
 
See enclosed. 
 
Thanks 
Andrew F. Seligman 
Environmental Scientist & Enforcement Officer 
NDPES Enforcement Branch 
1650 Arch Street, 3WP42 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103 
(215)814-2097 
 
“You have enemies?  Good.  That means you stood up for something, sometime in your life.” 
Winston Churchill,  British Prime Minister 

 
 

“There is no education like adversity” 
Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister 

 
From: r3ph-13-423-952@epa.gov [mailto:r3ph-13-423-952@epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2016 8:54 AM 
To: Seligman, Andrew <Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject:  
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Finizio, Marlene

From: DiSantis, Michael <disantism@delcora.org>

Sent: Friday, November 25, 2016 1:06 PM

To: Hurst, Charles; Bothwell, Ed; Pileggi, John; Hope, Michael; Finizio, Marlene

Subject: Fwd: DELCORA

FYI 
 
Michael J. DiSantis 
Director of Operations and Maintenance 
DELCORA 
100 E. 5th Street 
Chester, PA  19013 
Office - 610.876.5523 ext. 264 
Cell - 484.574.7704 
Fax - 610.497.7951 
disantism@delcora.org<mailto:disantism@delcora.org> 
www.delcora.org<http://www.delcora.org> 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Hill, Margaret A." <mhill@blankrome.com<mailto:mhill@blankrome.com>> 
Date: November 25, 2016 at 12:31:28 PM EST 
To: "Michael J. DiSantis" <disantism@delcora.org<mailto:disantism@delcora.org>>, 
"willertr@delcora.org<mailto:willertr@delcora.org>" <willertr@delcora.org<mailto:willertr@delcora.org>> 
Subject: FW: DELCORA 
 
Bob and Mike 
I hope that you both had a fun Thanksgiving Day! Please see EPA's email below, Peg 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hill, Margaret A. 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 11:45 AM 
To: 'Yeany, Philip' <Yeany.Philip@epa.gov<mailto:Yeany.Philip@epa.gov>> 
Cc: Smolski, Robert <Smolski.Robert@epa.gov<mailto:Smolski.Robert@epa.gov>>; Dinsmore, Andrew 
<Dinsmore.Andrew@epa.gov<mailto:Dinsmore.Andrew@epa.gov>>; Seligman, Andrew 
<Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov<mailto:Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov>>; Horner-Hanley, Amy <horner-
hanley.amy@epa.gov<mailto:horner-hanley.amy@epa.gov>> 
Subject: RE: DELCORA 
 
Thank you, Peg 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Yeany, Philip [mailto:Yeany.Philip@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 11:37 AM 
To: Hill, Margaret A. <mhill@blankrome.com<mailto:mhill@blankrome.com>> 
Cc: Smolski, Robert <Smolski.Robert@epa.gov<mailto:Smolski.Robert@epa.gov>>; Dinsmore, Andrew 
<Dinsmore.Andrew@epa.gov<mailto:Dinsmore.Andrew@epa.gov>>; Seligman, Andrew 
<Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov<mailto:Seligman.Andrew@epa.gov>>; Horner-Hanley, Amy <horner-
hanley.amy@epa.gov<mailto:horner-hanley.amy@epa.gov>> 
Subject: RE: DELCORA 
 
Peg: 
 
I wanted to let you know that we have received DELCORA's Draft Financial Capability Assessment (Revised November 
2016) and the Responses to USEPA and PADEP Concerns (dated November 17, 2016).  We will provide you with EPA's 
reaction after we have had a chance to review the DELCORA documents. 
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Phil 
 
Philip Yeany 
Senior Assistant Regional Counsel 
Desk: 215-814-2495 
Fax: 215-814-2602 
Email: yeany.philip@epa.gov<mailto:yeany.philip@epa.gov> 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
 
This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and are only for the use of the 
intended recipient of this message. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return email, and 
delete or destroy this and all copies of this message and all attachments. Any unauthorized disclosure, use, distribution, 
or reproduction of this message or any attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
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Appendix 3 
 

NPDES Permit Exceedance Report 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(NO REPORTS SUBMITTED DURING 
JULY 2016 TO DECEMBER 2016) 
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Appendix 4 
 

CSOs, SSOs and Unpermitted Discharges 
Correspondence
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Delaware County Regional Water Quality Control Authority 
 

100 E. Fifth Street 
P.O. Box 999 

Chester, PA 19013 
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